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Good rbr|*re m. chdffii dtd senators 

w
My nane b Fred Jofnsm. iE wile, Vsa" d I have a ranefr Sqerty lo€ted in the

northern porlbn d Ye$sry$rp Corx$y approxim@ 35 miles norMd BiB*r€s.

We haye beer ranciStg at&e grffircob b/el fu ste pffit S) 1eaq iust * rIry Frents
ard fidr parentsr$d be*ore&emF a btd of ryoxffiy 15tl yeals ln dt.

I relue*m$ s,tand be*ore pl thb nnming to tdl lgr tnt all b nd uell in our

ranching snrnstity ard across vskxs counlbs d easbrn lftrffina ln sp$.b o[ uhat

our Gonenw ard i*. Bucks lrorn t€ DOfi rvaSd have yor be*bre. We are rnembers

of a grop d rancfers Srd ae *l S€ pfi)oess d ffily pf#s*$r{g ory property ta(

evaluatiors based on tfe nsv *Sl proerdivi$ foffi fiat ttle mR h6 beeri rcirg for

the pd lrc Fs. $rffirs of o.r grup harp dbenty ffircfied, ad exhnsively

sudied thb nw ar*ratkn proffi. sb have foLrd ald fuirnenbd many

disoepancies- We are reefu*rg rw pfnrn cdb sd ernaib n@r *mr &rent
ranchers at <f,fferent locatbns €rcKlss €stsn lrbntana expresirg Ste sarne s]cerns
thatrre harc silh |he ney* nre&od rM byfie DOB.

oft .ft*y 13, 2O1O at qrr \€lbMre Cotnrty Tax Apfal, Mr. Detlm Reese from

DOR sf;ated frlat 3{Xt trX} mil rn6 hd been ser* oNS and only g% yrere reasned

because ef quwthnde proenivity atirgs- tf SEse ale reliaHe mrrbss that he

presented, !l% rtot$d bs*b ffi 27,{SO prdesb sta&e wide. I pe*sor@ ttrdr ihat
this reprrcnts a signifient nurnber and I betleve tlse p;rg tuave 5geft many more if
trc appe* proffi ryiF nue fmspserlt The pnoess b a uery very iire mns.rning
with litde or no help fronr Oepatnentat heads both atthe ffi11ty bvd ard shte level.

The proess d fum*y fltrrg an A826 and gping befiore &e bcat board and &en on to
STAB can be boilr very dkroot^Faq#tg artd erye*$ve cas*rq nnst peo& to gi*re up the
fight

h qff oornercd*re w*th rarrcfss from variqrs bcations €Fros easlem
I\tontana one &fory frat *erm to'be very evirterf b slatfte ne* sb pro6mivity
method LM bY fu DOn b try from redity, disbrtd and b fs btpnd sustainable
production.



At lhb &rF, il ffiSd Hre b rd from an erna$ s* to ts bU Dl: Roy toaffii,

Rarqge Spee*anst, Profesmr @ Cdorado State thiversity, Fort ffi3ns, ffirdo. lt

reads as fo$rys, I qu&: {w #snent}-
I frrdy believe tfe ufiob prot*sn with soil producttuity levels mfi have been

avc*ted if frte FMra DOR rmdd tme *o*mred t$r wr n*es- one d s,fiicfl u-m to

call upct ranchss dwing fte AX}S20(}8 rcryraisal pro@ss to mnskder &te rander's

own lard irSomal*m ad use f*s irry* *n order b correct fire'esiirnaM il|ffi level of

productivitf to detennine the per-acre vahe d the tard.

M*ss.fidb VU?*F trd tJh fut*l Rde d Ye$ar$re &w*y, illBss Tafif Boudirg

of Treas.re Cq$ty and tfreir rnariq;er, a[ €red, in frs* d Mr Dallas Reese ard

othersi, ftat fey nilerie nans bld to Hk lo any land ouner ilfp wr€d $a4 hrd in
Yelbwstone, Treante or Cus@r mffiies- Ofrrer randrers (Al and Ebanor Prailt) of

Valley Cu,rfy, A {UUq,ne & Slmron LliFil*r€} d |Mnl Cstlr*y report the sarne.

There are ranchers Ar tF audfrarre who have trarrcbd marry miles on bad

h[hways to prwtil b yo.t pert*ner* ffirnrdion and @s ffi rryil hopefr$y help

you ur&rctand ow pl[grht- | trctild also like to tell you that we are a{allaHe to visit with

yal here in fte ttdtilQrs, by ernafr or by phone- | appeci# yotr lirne srd #ention.

Thank yon.

Fred H. ad Vem€effi.fohnson

28:au_ Hadard tud
ShepM, MT59079

(406) 373-e007

veraSeth@Wndl.onr


